
Overview of Y1 Writing Curriculum 

Autumn Term 

Rationale 
Autumn 1 
Throughout this half term the writing curriculum is associated with getting children to write about their personal experiences. Linking their writing to what the children 
know gives them a deeper understanding of what they are writing about. We then start to look at Jack and the Beanstalk as this links to traditional fairy tales.  Within 
this book, we look at character descriptions using adjectives for detail whilst teaching the children basic sentence structures, grammar and punctuation. The children 
then move on to studying a poem in detail, learning the poem and then performing the poem. We decided to pick The Alphabet Poem by Michael Rosen as this will help 
the children to consolidate the alphabet which they listen to everyday in their phonics lessons. 
Autumn 2 
Firstly, this half term the children will be exposed to Snoozatron from Wallace & Gromit as this links in perfectly with the History unit of study inventions. Using the 
stimulus children then describe the Snoozatron invention. Following that children complete alliterative poetry linked to seasons as this is linked to their Science unit of 
study. The last piece of writing we start by introducing the traditional fairy tale The Three Little Pigs. The children are introduced to the story and look in depth at the 
tale. Children then create a narrative based on the story. 

Weeks Key Stimuli Key Purpose Forms Spelling Grammar & 
Punctuation 

Handwriting 

 Autumn 1 
1 & 2 Sentence formation  Sentence formation RWI group lists Finger spaces 

 
Capital letters and full 

stops to demarcate 
sentences 

 
To use one or two 

adjectives to describe 
 

Understand how words 
can combine to make 

sentences. 

Pre module assessment 
(1) 
 
Lessons 1 & 2 (2) 

3 & 4 Sentence formation  Sentence formation RWI group lists   
Lessons 3 & 4 (3) 
 
Lessons 5 & 6 (4) 

 

5 Sentence formation  Sentence formation RWI group lists   
Lesson 7 & 8 (5) 
 
Lesson 9 & 10 (6) 

6&7 Little Red Riding Hood To entertain Character description RWI group lists 
 

Lesson 11 & 12 (7) 

 

 Autumn 2 
1 Appreciate & learn 

nursery rhymes by 
heart 

To entertain Oral performance RWI group lists 
 

Using coordinating 
conjunction ‘and’ 

 

Lessons 12 & 13 (1) 
 
Lessons 14 & 15 (2) 



capital letters for names, 
places, the days of the 
week and the personal 

pronoun ‘I’ 
 

finger spaces 
 

Capital letters and full 
stops to demarcate 

sentences 
 

Question and 
exclamation marks 

 
 

 

 
2 & 3 Recount trip to 

Preston Hall 
Museum 

To inform recount RWI group lists 
 

Lessons 16 & 17 (3) 
 
Lessons 18 & 19 (4) 

 
4 & 5 Write story for a 4th 

little pig using a 
new material 
 

To entertain Narrative RWI group lists 
 

Lessons 20 & 21 (5) 

6 & 7 3 Little pigs House 
for Sale 

To entertain Advert RWI group lists 
 

Lessons 22 & 23 (6) 
 
Lesson 24 & 25 (7) 

 

 

Spring Term 

Rationale 
Spring 1 
Throughout this half term the writing curriculum is linked to their Geography unit of study ‘What is my country?’ Linking their writing to what the children are learning 
about cross curricular makes the writing more meaningful and develops their understanding further of the unit of study. We start with poetry by heart, the children 
study a poem in detail, learn the poem and then perform the poem. We decided to base the poem on My Colours by Colin West as children are taking part in trust Art 
Week during this half term. The first piece of writing is labelling a map of the country. We decided to do this first as children need to be aware of where major cities are 
in their country. We then move on to the book Paddington’s London Story Treasury and children write a letter from Paddington’s perspective about the exciting 
attractions and sites he visited during his time in London. Following on from that using the knowledge the children have acquired over the half term they produce a non-
chronological report on London. The last piece of work is related to our trust Art Week. The children will describe a picture/painting that the artist has produced. 
 
Spring 2 
Writing in Spring 2 is linking with both History unit of study ‘Who were the great nurses of the past’ and Science unit of study ‘Plants’. The children’s first piece of writing 
is a non-chronological report based on plants. This will be over 2 weeks and children can draw on knowledge taught about plants in those two weeks. The last piece of 
writing in Spring 2 is a diary entry based on Florence Nightingale. We decided to do this piece of writing at the end of the half term because children can draw on all 
their knowledge, they have been taught over the full half term and then complete the diary entry. 
 
Weeks Key Stimuli Key Purpose Forms Spelling Grammar & 

Punctuation 
Handwriting 

 Spring 1 



 

Week 1 was originally Describe a painting but moved to week 6 as Art week was changed! 
Understand how words 
can combine to make 
sentences. 
  
Using coordinating 
conjunction ‘and’  
 
Capital letters and full 
stops  
 
Finger spaces  
 
Question and 
exclamation marks 
 
To use one or two 
adjectives to describe 
 
To use adjectives to 
describe (sometimes 
ambitious beyond the 
year group) 

 

1,2,3 Retell a story of 
Enormous Turnip & 
conjunctions 
 

To entertain Narrative RWI group lists 
 

Lessons 26 & 27 (1) 
 

4 Question marks   RWI group lists 
 

Lessons 28 & 29 (2) 
 

5 Love poems To entertain poem RWI group lists 
 

Lessons 30 & 31 (3) 

Lessons 32 & 33 (4) 

 

6 Describe a painting – 
art week 

 

To entertain 
 

Description 
 

RWI group lists 

 
Lessons 34 & 35 (5) 
 
Lessons 36 & 37 (6) 
 

 Spring 2 

1 & 2 Character 
description of 
Sammie the Street 
dog 
 

To entertain Character description RWI group lists 
 

Use plural suffixes -s and 
-es  
 
Use suffixes -ing, -ed, -er 
and -est to change verbs.  
 
Use prefix un- to change 
the meaning of 
verbs/adjectives. 
 
To use adjectives to 
describe (sometimes 
ambitious beyond the 
year group) 

Lessons 40 & 41 (1) 
 
Lessons 42 & 43 (2) 
 

3   Setting description 
of the Great Fire of 
London 

 
 

 
To entertain 

Setting description 
 

RWI group lists 
 

Lessons 44 & 45 (3) 

4 & 5 Diary entry of 
Great Fire 

To entertain diary RWI group lists 
 

  

Lessons 46 & 47 (4) 
 

 



 

Summer Term 

Rationale 
Summer 1 
This half term children will be linking their writing to traditional tales, their Science unit of study ‘Animals including humans’ and Geography unit of study ‘What does the 
rest of the world look like?’ The first piece of writing children will be drawing on their previous knowledge of traditional tales and will listen to the story Little Red Riding 
Hood. With this book children will create a diary entry from the perspective of Little Red Riding Hood. Their next piece of writing is based on well-known rhymes. The 
children use Incy, Wincy Spider and create their own rhyme based on an animal they have studied in Science. By this time children will have a good understanding of a 
range of animals from their Science lessons. The last piece of writing is based on the book Handa’s Surprise. The book will be studied in depth and children create a 
narrative based on the story. 
Summer 2 
This half term children will be relating their writing to their History unit of study ‘What did Mary Anning d that was so special?’, Science unit of study ‘Seasonal changes’, 
annual Sports Week and poetry by heart. The first piece of writing is a descriptive piece of writing about a stone/shell. This links to History and Mary Anning’s discovery 
of fossils. The second piece of writing links with Sports Week and children write a set of instructions based on a game they played during Sports Week the previous 
week. The next piece of work is a comparison based on seasons. Children will have an in depth knowledge of all the different seasons as they have studied this 
throughout the year. Lastly poetry by heart, the children study a poem in detail, learn the poem and then perform the poem. We decided to pick Queue for the Zoo as in 
the previous half term children have been learning about animals in Science and will have good knowledge from this unit of work. 

Weeks Key Stimuli Key Purpose Forms Spelling Grammar & 
Punctuation 

Handwriting 

 Summer 1 
1 & 2 Describe dinosaurs 

(+ er, est words) 

To entertain Description   To use the joining words 
(conjunctions) e.g. 
‘because’, ‘when’ ‘so’, 
‘but’ to link ideas and 
sentences 
 
To use adjectives to 
describe (sometimes 
ambitious beyond the 
year group) 
 
To use -s and -es to form 
regular plurals correctly. 
 
To use the prefix ‘un’ 
correctly. 
 

Lessons 49 & 50 (1) 
 
Lessons 51 & 52 (2) 

3 Diary entry for 
Florence 
Nightingale 

To entertain Diary   Lessons 53 & 54 (3) 
 
Lessons 55 & 56 (4) 

 
4, 5 & 6 Re-cap questions  

marks and 
conjunctions. Retell 
Goldilocks and 
Three Bears 

To entertain Narrative  Lessons 57 & 58 (5) 
 
Lessons 59 & 60 (6) 
 



To add the suffixes –ing, 
-ed, -er and –est to root 
words spelt accurately. 
 
To spell simple 
compound words 
 

 Summer 2 

1 & 2 Non-chronological 
report on an animal 
from a hot or cold 
place 
 

To inform Non-chronological report  Recap through all 
grammar and 
punctuation taught this 
academic year 

Lessons 61 & 62 & 63 (1) 
 
Lessons 64 & 65 & 66 (2) 

 

3, 4 & 5 Postcard from a hot 
and cold place ( 

 

To entertain 
 

Postcard   Lessons 67 & 68 & 69 (3) 

6 Letter to my new 
teacher 

To inform Letter   Lessons 70 & 71 & 72 (4) 

     Lessons 73 & 74 & 75  
(5) 

  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 Lessons 76 & 77 & Post-
module assess (6) 

      Lessons 78 & 79 & 80 (7) 

 


